
     
 

Emily K Gollinger 
2 Rolling Place Ct, Rio Vista, CA 
209-224-1615  emilygollinger@gmail.com 

   

June 21, 2018 

Honorable Mayor Ron Kott 
City of Rio Vista  
 

Dear Honorable Mayor Ron Kott, 

Without exception, the Planning Commission of the City of Rio Vista is made up of 
thoughtful, dedicated people working in the best interest of the city and its citizens.   

The League of California Cities holds the following values as most important in a planning 
commissioner; fairness, compassion, respect for others, responsibility, integrity, vision and 
public trust.  I strongly believe that the current planning commission is made up of people 
with these values. 

However, in the past year, conditions have made doing our jobs with the above qualities in 
mind frustratingly difficult.  

I want to provide you with a few examples that have led me to write this letter today. 

Information:  As long as I have served on the commission we have been asking to receive 
our packets from staff earlier.  Often times we are given information “on the fly”.  Agenda 
packets are often times available just a few days before our meetings.  And on more than 
one occasion we have been given corrections and/or changes to agenda items at the meeting 
itself.    

Staff is Unprepared:  The Planning commission should be supported by staff and we rely on 
them to be the “expert” on an issue.  On more that one occasion, questions have been asked 
of staff and they were either unprepared with information or supplied incorrect information 
to the commission.  
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Circumvention of Planning Decisions:  The Planning Commission spends a great amount of 
time, pouring over plans and documents both in the meeting and offline on their personal 
time.  Thoughtful consideration is given to each and every item that comes before us. 

It is exceedingly frustrating to see our decisions and direction to applicants be supplanted 
by staff.  You need to look no further than the building Rio Vista Farms occupies to see the 
differences between the plans that were submitted and approved by Planning Commission 
and what actually was built.   

I am a process person.  I believe that the processes set forth as best practices exist for a 
reason.  

Every CUP should come to the planning commission with a Development Agreement.  In an 
effort by staff to rush applicants through the process, every CUP that has been approved by 
the Planning Commission has been done so without a Development Agreement, putting 
both the applicant and city at risk. 

Information and supporting documents should be supplied to the Planning Commission in 
an appropriate amount of time for review, or items should be pulled from the agenda.  This 
includes the “Blighted Property Report” which has not been formally submitted to the 
Planning Commission as long as I have served. 

No notice was given to the Planning Commission regarding an appeal of it’s decision as 
required by the city’s appeal process.   

And finally, substantive changes are being made by staff at DRC, Staff and closed-door 
meetings that negate the decision of the Planning Commissions.   

For all these reasons, and more I feel I can no longer be effective as a member of the Rio 
Vista Planning Commission and am tendering my resignation, effective immediately. 

It has been my great honor to serve in this capacity and I wish you and fellow council 
members good luck, in what I suspect may be trying times ahead for the city and its citizens.  

Sincerely,  

 

Emily K Gollinger 

Cc: Vice-mayor Constance Boulware, Councilpersons Hope Cohn, Don Roos, Dave Hampton 
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From: Ronald Kott <rkott@ci.rio-vista.ca.us> 
Date: Mon, Jun 25, 2018 at 2:40 PM 
Subject: Resignation 
To: Emily Gollinger <emilygollinger@gmail.com> 

 
 
Hi Emily; 
 
I received your letter of resignation from the Planning Commission.  Reading the reasons for 
your frustrations was informative and I can see why you felt you could no longer serve.  I've 
only attended a few Planning Commissions meetings as I have another commission meeting 
at the same time so I have not directly observed the actions you reference.  However, your 
assertions are not surprising as I have experienced some of the same at the city council level. 
I and the other council members have pressed staff to improve the timeliness of packages, 
complete presentations and accurate data and I now feel we have made progress in that 
regard.  I will now work with the city manager and the planning chair to develop the same 
practices for that commission. 
 
While you may not be directly involved with city commissions, I do hope you will continue 
to advocate for youth programs and soccer facilities as I believe the city needs to move 
forward in these areas and citizen input is what keeps things in the forefront. 
 
I want to thank you for your work on the planning commission.  While we may not always 
agree, dissenting opinions are what the democratic process is all about and what opens us 
up to new ideas. 
 
Ronald Kott 
Mayor - Rio Vista 
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